Ideas for Teaching with The Boy Who Read Newspapers

NEWSPAPER JIGSAW: WHAT COULD I LEARN FROM OLD NEWSPAPER SCRAPS? Tear up
several newspaper pages with articles you think would interest your students and have them work in
teams to assemble the “puzzle” and read the article(s). Have them share out the headline and 3 things

they learned from what they read.

WHAT SHOULD JAMES DO? GROUP PROBLEM-SOLVING CHALLENGE. As the book is first
read aloud to the class:

- Predict: from the first pages, have students articulate what James” goal and hope was.

- Stop and think: pause each time James encounters an obstacle and ask the class: “What
should James do now?” Gather multiple ideas from the group — no problem has just
one solution!

- Reflect: at the conclusion of the book, discuss how James managed to deal with his
challenges. Which of his challenges seems the hardest to them? Which obstacles do the
students think they also could have overcome?

MAKE A BOOKMARK: James” schooling was repeatedly interrupted — and you may be too as you
read his memoir! Students should finish these sentences before they begin to decorate:

“”

- “lIlike reading because ...
- “I want to learn because . . . “

“School matters to me because . . .”
Using colors you see in the illustrations, illustrate your own 2-sided bookmark, choosing one of the

statements to use on each side.

MY STORY MATTERS: A MEMOIR OF LEARNING - Personal writing. Each student brainstorms a
list of at least 3 times when they encountered a challenge with school. Then, the student picks one or
more of those ideas and writes about what the challenge was, how they felt, what they did in
response, and what the outcome was. Students may want to illustrate or share their stories, but as
these are personal, no one should be required to share with the class. (Length and detail of writing

can vary with the level of the class or individual student)

RELAY RACE: THE WATER CARRY! Fetching and carrying water for use at home and at school is
an important responsibility for Kenyan children. Fill several very large containers of water and
challenge teams to a relay race carrying these across a field. Then, see how many children can wash
their hands with the water they have carried. Did they have enough? How much do they have left?

Extension: Have students pay attention for several days to their own water usage and as a group list all
the things people need water for in their daily life. Then measure how much water was in the container, and

estimate how many containers a family might need each day.



MAKE A NEWSPAPER: Have a class look at sample front pages of newspapers and write their own
newspaper page. Work in teams with the following roles:
- Researcher + writer (these should be partners) - to find the information and write up the
articles
- Copy editor - to proofread and help the writers edit their work for correctness, clarity, and
interesting details
- Image creators - to consult with writers and decide what visuals should accompany each
article (could be drawings, photos gathered from the internet, graphs, maps. . .)
- Image editor - collects images from the creators and works with the Layout Editor to put them
in the publication
- Layout editor - to set up the format of the page (canva.com works beautifully for this, if
students have the technology access). Selects fonts and formatting, in cooperation with the
Editor in Chief and the Image editor.
- Editor in Chief - to run the brainstorming meeting, help assign roles and articles, edit
headlines as needed and check in on progress
- Publisher - takes charge of working with teacher to see how the newspaper will be distributed
and comes up with ways to advertise it so that people beyond the class will be interested in
reading it!
Advanced variation / global learning: have students research topics related to Kenya, such as the life and work of
Wangari Maathai, water shortages, how boreholes work, animal conservation, early human fossils, Kenyan
foods, a glossary of basic words in Swahili . . .

INTERDISCIPLINARY CHALLENGE: CAN YOU DO MATH IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE?
Remember that the name he was first given was Wambua: English was not the language James or his
schoolmates spoke at home; they speak Kikamba, the language of their region of Kenya. Imagine
having to take important exams in a language other than your first one!

If your students have any knowledge of languages other than English, challenge them to write simple
math problems using the words for numbers in that language and see if their classmates can solve
them. If they can create easy word problems, they might want to look up and use the words for the
various foods James mentions (corn, potatoes, beans, cabbage, goats, sheep . . .) or use symbols to
represent them. Note that James had 9 siblings: how might students use that information to help them create

math problems?

TAKE A TRIP TO YOUR SCHOOL OR LOCAL LIBRARY!



